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Community
Carol singing

Meet Saturday 12th 
December, 6:30pm at the 

Cross
Come and join us to sing carols 
around Gamlingay. 
With the help of Bibby family’s 
pony and trap and lots of local 
groups, we will be collecting 
in aid of St.John’s Hospice, 
Moggerhanger and Cancer Care. 
As usual there will be a blazing 
fire, mulled wine, stollen and 
mince pies at the Emplins after 
the singing..

THE DISTRICT CHALLENGE HIKE 2009
by Jackie Hough

106 scouts and explorers from Biggleswade District, in teams of 4 to 
6 undertook this year’s Challenge hike. This was a hike with packs 
(full of clothes, tents, food and cooking equipment), from Sandy scout 
hut to Gt Barford Scout site - a distance of 12 miles. Each team had 
to navigate themselves across the course, setting off at 10 minute 
intervals throughout Saturday morning, after a quick check on the 
route to be taken. Lots of volunteers manned the checkpoints on their 
way, and there was a rescue team for those who got lost (or had to 
pull out). Upon arrival, they had to set up their tents, cook a meal, 
wash and clear it away and were marked for their efforts. Indeed they 
received points for all parts of the challenge, including carrying the 
correct kit with them. Sunday morning they broke camp, cooked and 

cleared breakfast, 
and hiked again for a 
further 8 miles on a 
circular walk, returning 
to Gt Barford in time 
for a BBQ to finish. 

Group 9 from 
Gamlingay who 
were Alex Booth, 
Ben Barker, Joseph 
Chalkley, Angus 

Higgins and Anthony Brown 
snatched the Category C trophy -
well done boys!

Hike report
by James Hough, Explorer Scout

The hike went well. We all had 
great fun and didn’t get too wet 
and cold even though it rained very 

Annual New Year Family Friendly Party
details inside - Page 2
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heavily the first day of the two 
day hike.

We got completely lost. 

After crossing a main road, almost 
getting trampled by startled horses 
and large cows, and one of our team 
members falling almost shoulder deep 
in muddy water trying to cross a small 
river at the wrong point, we had to be 
picked up by a mini bus to get to the 
campsite. 

But we made it and the second day went 
smoothly compared to the first day so 
we got to the finish in one piece.

SEE 2010 IN AT GAMLINGAY’S 
‘FAMILY FRIENDLY’ NEW YEAR’s EVE PARTY

Thursday 31st December 
At Gamlingay Community Centre

Doors open at 7.30pm
 (Arrive on time to get a table)

Please bring your own party food 
drinks to be purchased from the bar

TICKETS £5, Under 16s FREE
All under 18s must be accompanied by an adult

Available from Barbie on 650244 or Angie on 650702 

Dancing shoes essential, carriages at 1am

Raising funds for the future of Gamlingay!

SCOUTS
Gamlingay & Gransden Scout Troop 
that meets on a Thursday night is 
now full

The good news is that a second 
Troop has opened, meeting on Fridays 
from 7.30pm to 9.30pm
This only opened last month and already 
has both boys and girls as members
Any boy or girl aged between 10 and 14 
can attend
This includes anybody who in the 
past had to leave the Thursday Troop 
because the evening was unsuitable for 
them.
For more information contact Chris 
Elwood on 07879 698477
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Dear Readers,

Let me ask a rather pretentious question: Where will you find God this Christmas? As a priest I think I can get away with asking 
this; but the real reason is that I am asking myself the question. Where on earth will I find God this Christmas?

It’s easy to assume that we can feel God’s presence by relentless Carol singing, a kind of merry invocation with mince pies and a 
warm glow induced by a few glasses of mulled wine. I’m a sucker for the feel-good factor of Christmas. 

The strange thing about the type of God that millions of folk around the world worship is that God might as easily be found in 
the post-Christmas lull as in the climactic final verse of O Come All Ye Faithful. This is a God who knocks on our door at 7am in 
the morning after Christmas Day, when our bellies are full and our livers a little weary, when all we want is a little extra half hour 
in bed, and this stranger appears wanting to borrow some milk. In the Nativity God is in the form of an unborn baby, but also in 

December 2009 
Sunday 6 Dec Advent 2 8am Holy Communion G

10am
First Sunday 
(Stepping Stones at 9.30am G

6pm Evensong E
Sunday 13 Dec Advent 3 8am Holy Communion E

9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist H

Sunday 20 Dec Advent 4 8am No Service

9.30am
Parish Eucharist & Stepping 
Stones G

4pm Christmas Carols E
6pm Christmas Carols G

Both Carol Services with the 
Bishop of Huntingdon

Monday 21 Dec 7pm Christmas Carols H
Tuesday 22 Dec 7.30pm Quiet Service for Christmas G
Thursday 24 Dec Christmas Eve 4pm Christingles Service E

4pm Christingles Service G
11.30pm Midnight Mass E
11.30pm Midnight Mass G

Friday 25 Dec Christmas Day 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
10am Lessons and Carols E
11am Christmas Eucharist H

Sunday 27 Dec Christmas 1 8am No Service
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm No Service

Sunday 3 Jan Epiphany 8am Holy Communion G
10am First Sunday G
6pm Evensong E



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary: Mr W C M Smith 01767 6681530

Christmas Events

Tuesday 1st December 7:30pm
Salvation Army Carols

20th December 10:45 Carol 
Service and also

6:30pm Carols by candlelight

25th December Christmas Day 
short celebration

Sunday morning 10.45am
We observe the Lord’s Supper on 

the first Sunday of each month
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the form of two anxious parents-to-be, needing somewhere to sleep for a night or two.

My feeling is that after two thousand years we are still missing the point – God will not and cannot be invoked by this annual 
festival of tinsel and tat. However, as mere humans with our needs for ritual observance, feasting, fasting and parties, we need to 
make Christmas an annual priority. And we will continue to do so. God may not arrive when we expect, may be late or early, or 
may not arrive at all. There is an unpredictable deliciousness about the form and shape God may take when God does emerge at 
Christmas. It may be as a wise and compassionate teacher, it may be as a baby, it may be as something unseen and unheard, but 
felt deep within.

We mark Christmas as the time when God dwells upon earth, the time when love comes to stay, and that is the answer to my 
question: we will find God wherever we find loving action. Where war gives way to peace, where a parent and child share a hug, 
where neighbours share a glass of wine, where long distances are traversed by a phone call or email, where differences are dealt 
with, where laughter is shared. Like I said, I’m a sucker for Christmas too.

Revd Steven Rothwell

Dear Friends,

At the time of writing, Christmas is two months away and probably when you 
receive the Gazette, I will not have even thought about Christmas shopping – it will 
be a last minute adventure as usual.

I think I put it off because it gets more difficult with each passing year to decide 
what is fresh and appropriate to give as a present to each family member and friend. 
It is important to give something that will be appreciated, a token of love that will be 
valued, not just giving something for the sake of it.

Christmas is a celebration of love, the love of God for a broken and hurting world 
and His gift reflects the value He places on each and every one of us. We celebrate 
the birth of Jesus – the baby in the manger, but this is so much more than a child 
– this is God’s gift of Himself to the world.

Some seven hundred years before the birth of Christ, His coming was prophesied by 
the prophet Isaiah – who said that this baby would be ‘Immanuel’ – which means 
‘God with us’, and Christmas is the celebration of God with us; with human beings 
bringing healing, fulfilment and new life to those who will receive Him.

May God be with you this Christmas!

Best Wishes,

James.



News from 

The Lodge 
nature reserve 

 by Peter Bradley

Sometime in December the birds begin 
to sing again. You hear a tit singing on 
a cold and sunny day, and you wonder: 
‘is that the first… when did I hear that 
song last?’ It was probably July. Blue 
tits and great tits are beginning to seek 
mates and nest sites once more – so that 
by mid March they are ready to raise a 
family. Many of the small birds will be 
doing this for the first time in their lives 
– few live more than two or three years. 
Just think: most of 2010’s parents were 
just nestlings last spring. 
For a few more weeks you will see 
small mixed feeding flocks, like tiny 
whirlwinds, moving among the leafless 
tree tops. There are hunters, too: 
sparrowhawks and sometimes peregrine 
falcons sweep through the cold, empty 
sky, chasing finch flocks, sweeping 
through the gathered thrushes. 
Sheep and deer struggle to find food at 
this time of year; our Manx Loghtans 
disappear into the woodlands, where 
they strip bark from trees – especially 
sycamore, cherry laurel and elm – pick 
at brambles, even dig-up roots and 
rhizomes. Yet they look fat enough, 
their tan fleeces fluffed out, affording 
them thick warm shelter from the cold. 
Badgers remain under ground, sleeping 
through the leanest weeks. Some take 
brief walks, though; last winter’s snow 
revealed tracks crossing from woods to 
field and back, leaving tidy broad paw 
prints in the ice, and catches of bristles 
on the lowest strands of barbed wire 
fences. 
The Lodge reserve is a great place 
for a refreshing winter’s walk. It is 
open every day of the week and over 
Christmas, from dawn to dusk. The 
shop is only closed on Christmas Day 
and Boxing Day. There are plenty of 
organised events: just ring to book. 
Entry is included in the car-parking fee 
- £4 a car for non-members, free if you 
are members or just visiting the shop. 
 
Some events for you to enjoy in 
December:
Beginning birdwatching? 
There’s a walk just for you on Thursday 
3 December, 10am – 12 noon. A chance 
to learn more about birds, and gather 

some tips to help you identify them.

Winter Wonderland Walk Tuesday 29 
December, 9.30am – 11.30am. 
Had enough of the telly by now? Then 
join us for a (fairly brisk) refreshing 
winter’s walk. We can’t guarantee snow, 
but there will be some mulled wine and 
a mince pie afterwards! 

Do you have mixed feelings 
about Christmas this year? 

 
The pressure to be jolly, to spend, to 
celebrate, the focus on happy families, 
can make this time of year especially 
hard for many people.
 
-  for those out of work or struggling 
financially.
 
-  for the bereaved.
 
- for those having to spend Christmas 
apart from someone they love.
 
- for those whose relationships are 
under strain. 
 
Whatever the reason, if you are finding 
the ‘Christmas spirit’ hard to come by
this year,  you are invited to a 
quiet service at St Mary’s church, 
Gamlingay, on Tuesday December 22nd 
at 7.30pm.
 
Join us for readings, reflections, prayers 
and music that may help in some way to 
support and comfort you this Christmas.



GamlinGay First school
Would you like to make a contribution to further improving our 
school?
In November 2008, Ofsted said that Gamlingay First School was 
‘good’. Several aspects of the school were deemed to be outstanding 
including the Personal and Social development of our children. As a 
result of governors coming to the end of their term we would welcome 
interest from anyone who would like to be a Local 
Authority Governor for the school.
If you think this might be you, and you would like 
more details or if you have any questions about what it 
entails, please contact Jonathan Newman, Headteacher 
on 01767 650 208 or Kate Mingay, Chair of Governors 
on 01767 650 849.

Editorial proofing error:
An apology to Natalie of ‘Finntastic’ for introducing an error into her carefully 
crafted article in last month’ edition.
As she pointed out, it doesn’t look good if you are offering a proof reading service to 
have an error in your own piece.

So, very sorry Natalie my mistake , it should have been a j not a g- Ed

Gamlingay Library Christmas Craft Activity
Saturday 19th December 2009, 10.30am - 12Noon

 
To be held at the Library Access Point, Gamlingay Village College, Station Road, 
Gamlingay.
 
If you are aged between 5 and 12 and would like to make some Christmas Crafts, 
please come to our craft session.  

This event is FREE, but places are limited, so please come 
and reserve your place and collect your ticket from the 
Library.
 
All children must be accompanied by an adult.  Thank you.

BigglesFM will be back on-air from Friday 27th November. Tune in on their 
new channel of 104.8FM or the internet www.bigglesfm.com 

The station will be playing from a very wide selection of music including 
your requests, community announcements, guests including live bands and 
coverage of local events.

If you would like to promote your event or come in and talk about a project 
on air you can contact them on 01767 260111.



The Carbon

TSAR
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Greetings from the carbon Tsar. 
This month I’ve been doing a bit of 
research to catch up with questions 
and comments from parishioners. 
Some are from the first GEAG 
meeting, others directly to me via. the 
Parish Council.

A parishioner has asked: how to dispose 
of broken low energy light bulbs
Despite what you might read in the 
tabloids this is not a problem although 
you should obviously sweep up the 
debris carefully, bag them up and avoid 
breathing the dust, etc. 
All low energy light bulbs (including 
broken ones) can be taken to council 
household recycling centres to be 
recycled as you would a fluorescent 
tube. This includes the Cambridge City 
Council centres at Butt Lane, Milton 
and Gravel Pit Hill, Thriplow and also 
the Bedfordshire site at Biggleswade.
If you can’t do this just bag them and 
put them in your black bin (yes, really).

Where and how can we dispose of 
used and out of life smoke detectors?
Smoke detectors, including the 
ionisation types, can be disposed of as 
ordinary domestic waste. The minute 
amount of radioactive material is of no 
consequence, but don’t eat it. Obviously 
the battery should be removed and 
recycled as any other.

A parishioner questioned: how the CO2 
in manufacture of a car compares 
with the CO2 used in its lifetime. 
A very interesting question. Assuming 
a car lasts for 150,000 miles or so it 
will release 35-65 tons CO2 in it’s 
lifetime, varying obviously on the 
car’s fuel consumption. The CO2 in 
manufacture is tricky but I got a figure 
of about 38 tons. Obviously smaller 
cars use less CO2 in their manufacture 
than bigger ones and cars are recycled 
more than they used to be. Nevertheless 
the manufacturing CO2 is significant 
and I guess means that scrapping a 
serviceable car for a new more efficient 
model is unlikely to make sense.

I’ve several times given values for 

typical carbon footprints. Question is 
what allocation is made for the CO2 
used to manufacture goods outside the 
UK but imported into the UK? 
In fact the usual statistics count CO2 in 
manufacture against the country where 
the manufacture takes place. Therefore 
the Chinese carbon footprint includes 
the CO2 used in making the goods they 
sell us.

How much CO2 is released in 
travelling to the supermarket? 
For the local supermarkets, St Neots 
Tesco’s, Cambourne Morrisons and 
the Biggleswade Sainsbury’s I make 
it about 4kg CO2 for a small car and 
about 6kg for a large one. Using 
typical values for the cost of driving 
(which are of course much more than 
just the fuel) this is about £4 and £6 
respectively. This is about 10% of a £40 
or £60 shopping run which is worth 
considering when comparing superstore 
prices with those in local shops.

Contact the Tsar via the Parish Council. 
Write to The Parish Council at The 
Almshouse Chapel, Church Street, 
Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds. SG19 3JH or 
e-mail clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

OVER HALF OF 
ALL ACCIDENTAL 

FIRES START IN THE 
KITCHEN

OVER 50 per cent of all accidental fires 
in South Cambridgeshire homes start in 
the kitchen, prompting Cambridgeshire 
Fire and Rescue Service to run a 
campaign to promote safer cooking.
In the past six months (April 1 to 
October 1), firefighters have attended 21 
accidental fires in South Cambridgeshire 
homes, 10 of which (52.4 per cent) began 
in the kitchen. Thankfully, the majority 
of these incidents required only minimal 
firefighting action as they were spotted 
quickly and the fire service was called 
immediately.

Mark Taylor, Community Safety Officer 
for South Cambridgeshire said: “Cooking 
is the biggest cause of accidental home 
fires in South Cambs. It is so easy to get 
distracted while cooking - the doorbell 
can go, the phone rings, children can 
distract us, or we leave the room to do 
other chores while food is cooking. 

A significant number of cooking related 
fires start when people come home from 
an evening at the pub after consuming 
alcohol, start to cook something and 
then fall asleep on the sofa. The next 
thing they know is being woken by 
firefighters, surrounded by thick black 
smoke, or waking up in a hospital bed.

“The consequences of fire in the 
kitchen can be extremely serious and 
even fatal as we have tragically seen in 
Cambridgeshire over the last 18 months. 
That is why we are highlighting the 
dangers to people.
“We want residents to understand why 
the kitchen can be the most dangerous 
place in their home, the damage that can 
be caused as a result of a fire - not just 
to their property, but to family and loved 
ones too. By following some simple 
fire prevention advice, people can enjoy 
cooking safely.”

Cookers and microwaves
•
Keep electrical leads, tea towels and 
cloths away from the cooker.
•
Keep the oven, hob and grill clean. A 
build-up of fat and grease can easily 
catch fire.
•
Don’t put anything metallic inside the 
microwave.
•
Take care if you are wearing loose 
clothing, it can easily catch fire.

Cooking safely
•
Don’t leave pans unattended. Take them 
off the heat if you have to leave the 
room. Fire starts when your attention 
stops.

Don’t use matches or lighters to light 
gas cookers. Spark devices are safer.
•
Turn saucepan handles so they don’t 
stick out from the hob.
•
Keep the oven door shut.When you’ve 
finished cooking, make sure the cooker 
or oven is turned off.
•
Take care late at night. Most kitchen 
fires start between 10pm and 4am. It’s 
easy to be careless when you’re tired or 
if you’ve been drinking.

Chip pans/Deep frying
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•
Dry the food before you put it in oil
•
Never fill the pan more than one-third 
full of oil
•
If the oil starts to smoke, it’s too hot. 
Turn off the heat and leave it to cool.
•
Use a thermostatically controlled 
electric deep-fat fryer. They can’t 
overheat.
•
Never pour water on hot fat.

If a fire occurs
•
Tackling fire is a job best left to 
professional firefighters. If you discover 
a fire, get out of the house, shutting the 
door on the fire if possible and dial 999. 
Leave your pets, firefighters will rescue 
them.

Get equipped
•
Smoke alarms can give you and your 
neighbours an early warning should a 
fire start. This means that the fire service 
can be called as quickly as possible, 
minimising the damage and life risk.
•
Book in for a FREE Home Fire Safety 
Check. This is where a member of the 
fire service will come to your home and 
fit smoke alarms free of charge where 
needed. Dial 01480 444666 and quote 
code PSO.
•
DO NOT take the battery out of your 
smoke alarm if it goes off unnecessarily 
when cooking. Fit an optical smoke 
alarm near to kitchens as this will not 
keep going off while cooking.

For further information, contact Emma 
Cousins, Press and PR Officer on 01480 
444558, or 07717 492458.

WHERE, OH WHERE IS, 
CHRISTMAS?

Where, oh where, is Christmas?
The Christmas of my youth,
That magic, mystic feeling,
Before I learned the truth,
When, snug in bed, I know I 
heard
The reindeer on the roof.

Where, oh where, is Christmas?
How did it slip away?
Like water, through my fingers,
With each credit card I pay.
Those months of frantic 
shopping,
All over, in a day.

Where, oh where, is Christmas?
White with sparkling snow;
The jingle bells, and Santa,
With his jolly “Ho, Ho, Ho”.
Innocent, our childhood needs
In times of long ago.

Where, oh where, is Christmas?
It all seems such a race:
But, no plastic tree with lights 
on
Can ever take the place,
Of the small, green fir, with 
cotton ‘snow’
That our little lounge did grace.
And the hand-sewn dolly/angel,
With the ever-smiling face,
Who waited, still, all through 
the year,
To re-assert her place,
Upon the top, with wand aloft,
All dressed in paper lace.

And where is Christ, at 
Christmas?
Where did Jesus go?
Buried ‘neath the superficial, 
artificial snow.
It’s up to us to keep that child 
within,
Not let it go.

Where, oh where, is Christmas?
That sixth sense, special time.
The spirit, and the essence,
The inward calm, sublime.
The answer is in giving,
It’s the reason, and the rhyme.

Gill Spaul, poetlowry Sept.2009



continued from page 10

Individuals given choice 
and control over their 

social care

A surprisingly large number of adults 
need some form of help in their day-to-
day life. More than 1.5 million people 
in England use social care services. In 
Cambridgeshire there are over 16,000 
adults who receive social care. This 
could be due to learning or physical 
disabilities, poor mental health, or other 
age-related conditions. Until recently, 
accessing social care has typically 
meant receiving one of a small number 
of pre-commissioned services. 

Now that is changing. 

Self-Directed Support is a new way 
of providing social care to adults 
living in Cambridgeshire and eligible 
for support. It involves identifying a 
Personal Budget, an upfront allocation 
of funding. This is designed to help 
people take control over their lives, 
identify their own needs and the things 
they want to do and, if they wish, to 
manage their own support – with help if 
they need it.

In Cambridgeshire, Self-Directed 
Support is being introduced slowly 
over a two-year period. It began with 
a launch and introduction for adults 
with a learning disability in April 2009, 
followed by a roll-out to individuals 
with a physical disability at the end of 
June. 

For adults over 65, because of 
the numbers involved, a phased 
introduction of Self-Directed Support 
for older people and older people 
with mental health need is being 
implemented. It began in Fenland in 
September and will continue for older 
people and older people with mental 
health needs in Huntingdonshire 
and East Cambridgeshire from 
November, and those living in South 
Cambridgeshire and Cambridge City 
from early 2010. Self-Directed Support 
will be introduced for adults under 65 
with mental health needs from early 
2010.

Those eligible for support for the first 
time will go through the system as it 
changes, whilst those already receiving 
services will be able to discuss the new 
approach at their next review. There 
will be various ways to take a Personal 
Budget for those who do not want to 
receive the money directly as a Direct 
Payment. In some cases individuals may 
also be expected to make a contribution 
towards the cost of their social care. 

Claire Bruin is Director of Adult 
Support Services at Cambridgeshire 
County Council, she says: “Self-
Directed Support enables individuals to 
identify their own needs. It allows them 
to say what they want to do and what 
they want to achieve. The challenge for 
us (County Council and NHS Partners) 
is to support innovation in the ways 
that people meet their needs. A Personal 
Budget will enable them to do this.”

One of the NHS partners involved in the 
changes is Cambridgeshire Community 
Services who provide social care to 
older people across Cambridgeshire. 
Welcoming the introduction of 
Self-Directed Support, Alison 
Gilbert, Associate Clinical Director, 
Cambridgeshire Community Services 
says: “The introduction of Self-Directed 
Support and Personal Budgets really 
puts people in control of how their 
needs are met. We are delighted to 
be working with the County Council 
to introduce this national programme 
locally which will help people maintain 
their independence and have the best 
quality of life.”

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough NHS 
Foundation Trust provide services to 
people who suffer from mental health 
problems and are another NHS partner 
involved in the changes. Their Director 
of Adults, Older People and Specialist 
Services, Annette Newton adds: “We 
are pleased to work with the County 
Council to implement Self-Directed 
Support, which will increase choice for 
people using Mental Health Services.”

If you think you are eligible for 
social care support you should call 
Cambridgeshire Direct on 0345 045 
5202 and ask for an assessment. 

Over State Pension 
Age? 

Make sure you are not missing out on 
benefit entitlement. 
From 2nd November 2009 the amount of 
capital that is disregarded for the purpose 
of establishing entitlement to Pension 
Credit is rising from £6,000 to £10,000. 
Some of you may have previously 
decided not to claim  Pension Credit 
because you thought your savings were 
too high but as you see circumstances 
can change and you may now have 
entitlement to Pension Credit or other 
benefits.

The Local Pension Service (LPS), part of 
the Government’s Department for Work 
and Pensions, can offer people over  60 
years of age a full confidential benefit 
entitlement check in their own home.
We think it is always worth someone 
checking to make sure they are not 
missing out on some or all of the 
following benefits:

● Council Tax Benefit 
● Attendance Allowance 
● Pension Credit 
● Disability Living Allowance 
● Carers Allowance 
● Other related benefits 

If you would like to arrange a visit 
please give us a call on 01223 545374

Customer/Partner Liaison Manager 
Local Pensions Service 
Henry Giles House 
Chesterton Road 
Cambridge CB4 3BQ 
Tel. 01223 545381 



GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

WI HALL 
WARESLEY ROAD 

GAMLINGAY 
 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.30pm
School years 5 to 8

Run by Rachel and Lucy

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11
Run by county youth workers

Youth Café programme for the 
Winter

December
3rd Guest night
10th Carol singing around Gam-
lingay
17th Christmas party (joint)

continued from page PB

New Day Care 
opportunity for 
Dementia and 

Alzheimer suffers
Tuesdays 10:00am to 3:00pm

Free drop-in Centre, being run 
by Bedford Alzheimer society

Refreshments £4.00

Location: 
Sandy Stone Croft Day Centre

(off St Switherns Way, Sandy)

For further details call:
Dementia Society Bedford 
01234 327380

Police News:

Dear all

We are receiving increasing reports of 
vehicle crime in the area.  The majority 
of these crimes are due to people 
leaving desirable property in
their vehicles.   The only way we can 
reduce this type of crime is to urge 
people to remove all items of personal 
property from their vehicles not just at 
night times but also during the day!
Criminals are opportunists and when the 
opportunity is taken away overall crime 
is significantly reduced.

Keep it... Keep it locked away!

Kind regards
Melbourn NPT Team
PCSO Carly Freed 7347
Melbourn Police Station

St. Mary’s Church
‘CHAT GROUPS’

The December ‘Chat Groups’ will take 
place on Wednesday 9th December 
– 10.30 a.m. at 2 Charnocks Close and 
8 p.m. in the back room of ‘The Cock’.  
The topic(s) for discussion will be 
suitably seasonal and the atmosphere 
informal and festive!  

These groups are open to anyone who 
enjoys a good chat about topical and 
life-related issues or, perhaps, just likes 
to listen to other people doing so.  If 
that sounds at all like you, why not 
come along to one of the sessions and 
see what it’s like?  If you would rather 
talk to someone first please feel free to 
phone Chris Miller : 650779, Ian Parker 
: 652992 or Brenda Elcome : 650489.  
Alternatively email Ian : iangparker@
hotmail.com.  

ALL WELCOME!

The Gazette needs a new 
distributor.

We need a volunteer to take 
over the role of Distributor.

The Job

Accept the boxes of copy from the 
printer

Count out the copies, bundle and label 
them for the route walkers who actually 
post them through doors

Notify the drivers that the bundles are 
ready for collection and delivery to the 
route walkers

Post about twenty copies to people who 
no longer live in the village

Organise replacements for route walkers 
who leave or are away

Please contact Val Newman on 01767 
651 806

Circulation 1,750
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GamlinGay First school association
Presents

Gamlingay
Firework Spectacular

2009
Friday 6th November

at Gamlingay Community Centre
Gates Open 6pm

Fireworks Begin 7pm

Please arrive in plenty of time to prevent delays.

NO personal fireworks or sparklers.

Bar-B-Q food and Glow In The Dark products available on the 
night!

* * * * * * * * * *
Tickets £3 in advance,  £4 on the gate (under 5’s FREE)

Available from Gamlingay First School, The Crafty Cupcake or 
Woodview Farm Shop

Community
Carol singing

On Saturday Dec.12th it is 
hoped that a large group of 
people from groups within the 
village will join together to sing 
carols around Gamlingay. 
The Bibby family with their 
pony and trap will be among 
them and if there are enough 
people a large area  may be 
covered.
We will be collecting in 
aid of St.John’s Hospice, 
Moggerhanger and Cancer Care. 
As usual there will be a blazing 
fire, mulled wine, stollen and 
mince pies at the Emplins after 
the singing. We hope to meet 
at the Cross at approximately 
6.30pm.

Remembrance Sunday Procession 

Plan A: Gamlingay’s Procession will start at 10:15am from the Hardwicke Arms 
frontage, proceeding down Church Street, turning into Stocks Lane to reach the 
memorial by 10:50am ready for 11am. The procession will then move into St 
Mary’s for the Service. 

We have been given permission to assemble (and park) in The First School playground. 

Guiding units are invited to lead the service for the village as it is their Centenary year.
(Sadly, Scouts and Beavers are unable to join us as they are involved in Gransden this year). Cubs will be 
in the procession, and will be helping with the collection for the Legion in Church. Everyone is welcome 
at the Memorial and of course at the Church service.

Plan B: Assemble at GVC, if insufficient marshals prevent us processing through our village safely.

If you are able to offer half an hour of your time to safely escort/marshal the procession, 
please contact either the Parish Council clerks 650 310 or Maria Spence 651 587. We don’t 
need to slow the traffic for long, but the Rainbows, Brownies and Cubs are very young and 
road safety is obviously of paramount importance.

Circulation 1,750
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The Gazette may also be viewed on the village website: www.gamlingay.org 
1

by Marigold, Primrose and Buttercup 

On Saturday 11th October 1st Gamlingay Rainbows joined other Rainbows from all over the county at 

Ramsey Rural Museum for a fun day out.

We all had to get up very early (for a 

Saturday ) to meet our coach and Pat its 

driver at the Community Centre.

 I think that the Rainbows were more 

awake than its three adult leaders but 

would we get a chance to snooze on the 

bus???  At 09.00 hrs we pulled out of 

the car park waving to Mums and Dads 

to make our way to Ramsey - well you 

can forget the snoozing on the coach the 

back row were particularly fond of the 

wheels on the bus and also the familar 

echos to many parents “are we there 

yet?.Arriving at the Rural Museum we 

booked in and then were give name 

badges to wear. After a drink we set off to explore the museum and the exhibits.  We visited an old 

fashioned chemist shop and great fun was had with the ear trumpet. Next door was a cobblers. The lady at 

the museum told us that everything in the shop was genuine as it was donated by a cobbler who had long 

since retired, complete with all the shoes that had been taken in for repair and not collected.

We also visited the pump room and saw the many 

forms of pumps which were used to keep the water 

out of the fens.  There was also an old fashioned 

caravan which seemed very small compared to 

the ones which many of the Rainbows had taken 

holidays in, but it was beautifully restored and you 

could imagine that the family were just out collecting 

blackberries from near-by bushes.

The Victorian school room was a particular favourite 

of the Rainbows, complete with a stern looking 

teacher and those little bottles of milk that you used to 

get when you were young - I can remember this from

continued on page �
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d) To apply for grant funding towards a 
new/refurbished centre
e) To agree a refurbishment with phased 
approach (02/08)
f) To adopt the business plan for the 
Hub (09/08)
g) To budget for a project facilitator and 
for contributions towards the project 
(09/10 budget).
h) To set up a new charity to manage 
and maintain the Hub (including the car 
park) and other parish council owned 
community buildings(5/09)
i) To set up separate bank account to 
handle funds for the Hub
j) For the parish council office to move 
to the Hub (paying rent to the Hub 
charity)
k)To submit a 5 phase planning 
application (£980k scheme) to progress 
the project but not committing to 
funding the project itself.
l) To put off making a decision  about 
which other hall will be disposed of 
until an alternative facility is in place 
and full public consultation has taken 
place (09/09).

4 )Why don’t we just repair?

The Community Centre has been 
‘patched’ up for the last 10 years. The 
Management Committee struggled to 
manage finances and consideration 
of large scale long term maintenance 
costs. The result was that all reserves 
were utilised in the purchase of a new 
flat roof in 2006, which failed within 
6 weeks. The ‘make do and mend’ 
approach has failed, with the result that 
the building has been slowly sinking 
into decline. Only through the hard 
work of its committed existing users 
and the Management Committee it 
has been able to continue, although it 
is recognised that the condition is far 
from ideal. It was agreed that a large 
scale change was required to create a 
better and more user friendly building. 
Therefore a significant remodelling of 
the building is required to allow for 
additional users to bring in additional 
revenue to enable the building to be 
maintained properly for the next 25 
years and beyond. This was the brief of 
the HUB group.

5) What is the role of the CCMC/HUB 
MC?
CCMC is the Management mechanism 
and the members of the committee 
are the Managing Trustees. They 

Frequently Asked 
Questions-HUB

1) What is the Hub group and what is 
their role?

The Hub group was set up in 2008 
by the CCMC and the Parish Council 
with specific responsibility for the 
redevelopment of the Community 
Centre. Its terms of reference were 
agreed by P&R item 48 on 22nd July 
2008.

2) What is the Parish Council’s role? 
The pc took over as sole holding trustee 
for the centre at the AGM in March 
2007, replacing the existing 3 trustees 
who were no longer willing to continue.  
The centre was at this point in need of 
substantial updating/maintenance work, 
funds for which were minimal.
It was agreed that an advisory 
subcommittee (Hub group) including 
2 pc members should be set up to 
investigate a financially sustainable 
plan for developing the building. This 
group would be responsible  for the 
redevelopment and public consultation.  
Once the scale of the project was 
agreed, funding applications would be 
submitted in the pc’s name to deliver a 
building which would be a community 
asset well into the future.

3) What decisions have been made so 
far

a) To become sole holding trustee of the 
community centre (03/07)
b) To delegate responsibility for the 
redevelopment of the centre and public 
consultation on it to the Hub group. 
(08/08)
c) To contribute towards some essential 
maintenance bills to keep the building 
open (£1 600 towards roof  works/
electrics and windows – SCDC gave 
a grant for £1 433 towards this – June 
- Sept 2007)

Bridget Smith, the project facilitator 
forwarded this document to me. It may 
go some way towards answering some 
of those questions which are floating 
around the village concerning the eco 
hub development project especially for 
those without easy access to the Parish 
Council or Forward Gamlingay Web 
site pages. - Ed
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are a registered charity. The Parish 
Council are the Holding Trustees. Work 
is in progress to update the formal 
relationship between the HUB MC 
(currently the CCMC) and the Parish 
Council. This should be resolved by 
April 2010. The role is to deal with all 
management, maintenance, finances, 
bookings, staffing, user needs, and 
fundraising activities relating to the 
building.

6) Why can’t we knock down and start 
again?
This option has been considered many 
times in the past 3 years. Firstly in 
February 2007- the initial brief for a 
sub group, formal way forward was 
put forward and agreed in December 
2007. Project Group recommendations 
were supported by PC/CCMC in 
January 2008. The latest options review 
(July 2009) also identified this as an 
option (2) – findings reported that this 
was more expensive than the refurb/
newbuild approach.

7) Why do we need to close the centre? 
See question 4 answer- the building 
is on its last legs- insufficient heating 
system, unsustainable energy costs, end 
of life fixtures and fittings (failure of 
toilets and kitchen during high usage 
events) roof failure and water egress-
main hall and small hall and side 
corridor.

8) Why can’t we use other buildings? 
The parish council undertook a survey 
of the other halls in April 2008.  
Although each building has its merits 
there are the following issues:-
· Multi – use – all the existing 
halls are suitable for only one user at a 
time.
· Disabled access – this is not 
provided/difficult to provide at existing 
halls.
· Sports – only the community 
centre is able to provide facilities for 
sport.
· Sustainability – lack of 
insulation, outdated building materials 
and interior specifications are all 
problems at existing halls.
· Location – the community 
centre is ideally placed.  It is surrounded 
by the recreation field, adjacent to 
the playground, is not near any road 
junctions and has sufficient parking.  No 
other existing hall can provide these 
advantages.

9) What public consultation has already 
been done? Summary below
2003   
Parish led Village Design Statement.

Public Meeting called by 2 Parish 
Council members and a local 
community member concerned 
about lack of provision for youth in 
Gamlingay. This meeting highlighted 
not only the lack of provision for youth 
but also for sport, leisure, arts and out 
of school education, for all ages.  The 
result of this meeting was the formation 
of Forward Gamlingay! as a community 
development group, working in 
collaboration with the Parish Council 
and representing all ages and sectors of 
the community.

2004
Forward Gamlingay! survey of all local 
population through questionnaire to 
find what facilities people needed and 
wanted.

Forward Gamlingay! survey of all 
clubs and organisations through local 
networks.

South Cambridgeshire District Council 
and Forward Gamlingay! survey of 
youth in Gamlingay through the No 
Voice, No Choice initiative.  This was 
an online survey that resulted in a very 
good response and the awarding of a 
grant of £5000 for a youth shelter, goal 
posts and waste bin on the Community 
Playing Fields adjoining the Community 
Centre.

2004-05
Parish Council commissioned 
Civic Architects to develop option 
proposals for the redevelopment of 
the Community Centre and to work 
with Forward Gamlingay! on the 
development of a youth led recreation 
area. Civic are an architecture practice 
that specialise in running a wide variety 
of community engagement processes 
with an emphasis on design.  This initial 
design work lead to the creation of a 
strategic brief which has been used to 
inform the current Eco Hub concept and 
plans

2005
11 adults including representatives 
from the Parish Council and Forward 
Gamlingay! attend a 4 day course, 
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Building by Design, at Trafford Hall, 
Shropshire run by The Glasshouse, a 
Sainsbury Plc funded charity concerned 
with good design in community 
projects. The brief was to design a new 
Community Building based on the 
needs analysis already completed.

2004-2006
A series of public meeting, displays and 
consultation events were run throughout 
this period to inform the community 
about the progress of this project and 
give numerous opportunities for the 
community to feed in their opinions and 
views.

2006
Young People’s Digital Storytelling 
Project.  A grant from The Local 
Network Fund allowed 11 young 
people, drawn from a wide variety of 
youth groups in the village, to work for 
a week with a team of experts to create 
Digital Stories about their lives in the 
village and how they can be improved.  
A public showing took place which was 
attended by representatives from Parish, 
District and County Councils, local 
business and education establishments.  
It was extremely well received.

The information derived from this 
exercise forms the basis of the youth 
component of the Parish plan.

2006-2007
Parish Council Community Buildings 
Strategy, commissioned by the Parish 
Council to review existing community 
buildings and develop a strategy for 
them for the next 5 years. September 
2007 petition to support redevelopment 
of the Community centre (Village 
Show) 102 signatures.

2008
Parish Plan

Ongoing consultations with: potential 
user groups including the Primary 
Care Trust, Day nursery providers, 
Cambridge County Library Services, 
Local Authority and private health care 
providers, Cambridge County Youth 
Services, Education Authority, District 
Council, art and music groups etc.
Energy Conservation Development 
Project.
Funded by a grant from the Sustainable 
Energy Programme (Big Lottery) and 
undertaken by Rolton Group.

2009
Continuing consultation exercises 
though the Gamlingay Gazette monthly 
articles. Biggleswade Chronicle 
publicity in April 2009. User group 
consultations were held in January 
and June, including all residents of 
Chapelfields and Stocks Lane/Honey 
Hill. Marketing plan commissioned 
October 2009. Further consultations 
planned for the next phase of the 
development.

10) How much will it cost? 
The total project has been costed 
at £1.454m. This was deemed 
unacceptable by the Parish Council in 
June 2009, and the Hub Group were 
asked to come up with a phased plan to 
develop a scheme for £850k with a new 
small hall. The Parish Council agreed to 
submit the planning application for all 
phases, but favoured a £980k scheme 
which included the new front extension 
which was seen as an essential element 
in the project. The current plan is to 
progress with the £980k scheme subject 
to funding. It is proposed that 50% 
of the costs be supplied by external 
funding bodies (already identified 
finance) and 50% potentially through 
a loan. This issue is to be debated this 
evening.

The Hub facilities will charge for 
use of some facilities, others will be 
‘free’. Charges are to be set by the new 
Management Committee, but there 
has already been an agreement that for 
the first quarter the existing users of 
the new facility will pay existing rent 
levels. This is to be reviewed after the 
first 3 months.

Cost to Parish Council Corporate 
-The maximum loan of £500 000 
from the public works loans board 
(at rates current end Sept) would cost 
£32 091.40 per year to repay over 25 
years.  The budget for 2010-11 has 
not yet been decided but preliminary 
calculations indicate that this could 
represent an increase on the precept of 
around £5.55 on last year.  It is possible 
that the pc may be able to make a 
premature repayment of some/all of this 
advance, if section 106 contributions 
from developers are secured towards 
community building provision or 
existing assets are disposed of before 
the end of the term. 

Once the building is delivered, 
ongoing maintenance costs will be the 
responsibility of the Hub management 
committee and have therefore been 
factored in to the business plan. 

11) Is this project financially 
sustainable?

Estimates have been drawn up with 
regard to likely income and expenditure, 
based on certain levels of usage 
(existing users and new users) and likely 
expenditure including running costs, 
long term maintenance and staffing. 
Further development of revenue 
projections will be presented after 
completion of the Marketing exercise 
which has recently been commissioned. 
Current estimates show the Hub being 
able to make a small ‘profit’ per annum 
which slowly increases through the first 
five years. Details have previously been 
supplied to Hub and Parish Council 
members.
However current projections do not 
allow for any mortgage/loans for 
facility, which would put a significant 
burden on this new charity.

12) Why is the PC proposing to borrow 
so much money? 
See question 10.
LBacon/K Rayner
Parish Clerks
07-10-09

Gamlingay Eco Hub 
Redevelopment Project

I am very pleased to be able to tell 
you that further significant progress 
has been made in funding the new Eco 
Hub.  Firstly we have secured nearly 
£74 000 from the Low Carbon Building 
Programme to install the renewable 
energy technologies into the building. 
Just to clarify for those of you who 
are worried that we might be going to 
put a wind farm in the playing fields, 
this actually involves putting thermal 
panels and photo voltaic panels on the 
building’s roof to provide hot water and 
electricity and also installing a ground 
source heat system.  To do this we shall 
be installing pipes under the playing 
fields to produce heat to keep the 
building warm.  Fortuitously the playing 
fields are in bad need of being re-laid 
after many years hard wear and so we 
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shall be able to kill two birds with one 
stone when we undertake this work.

Further funding will now be coming 
from the Greensand Ridge Local Action 
Group.  This money, which will be in 
excess of £150 000, is European money 
which is notoriously hard to secure 
so we are delighted that EEDA, who 
manage this fund, are really excited by 
our project.  So much so in fact that 
they have asked us to review the Eco 
part of the project and include such 
things as water recycling (which we had 
removed to save costs) and which they 
may find some more money for.

You may also be interested to know 
that South Cambs recently conducted 
an audit of all the community buildings 
within the district and Gamlingay 
was identified as one of 4 villages 
whose facilities were categorised 
as VERY POOR and consequently 
falling far short of meeting the needs 
of the community.  This is very useful 
evidence for us when justifying the 
need for the Eco Hub to potential 
funders.  The full report is available on 
the South Cambs website under New 
Communities.

Finally, to clarify the editor’s comment 
last month regarding my request to 
remove the Forward Gamlingay Logo 
from my reports about the Eco Hub.  
This project was indeed instigated by 
Forward Gamlingay back in 2003 but 
is now being driven by the Community 
Hub Steering Group.  This very hard 
working group consists of members 
of Forward Gamlingay, the Parish 
Council, the original Community 
Centre Management Committee and 
current users of the centre.  Also, my 
job as Project Facilitator is funded 
by the Parish Council who have been 
very ambitious and forward looking as 
regards the Eco Hub.  I therefore did 
not think it appropriate that Forward 
Gamlingay should be seen to be taking 
all the credit when this is so much a 
‘community project’ – as of course it 
should be.

 Anyone is welcome to come along to 
the Hub Steering Group meetings which 
are on the first Monday of every month 
at the Community Centre at 8pm. If you 
have any comments or questions or are 
just interested in progress we would 

welcome your attendance.
 
If you are interested in using any spaces 
in the new building please get in touch 
soon with Bridget on 07729 836449 or 
bridget@glockling.com

Bridget Smith
Project Facilitator

Calling South 
Cambridgeshire District 

Council tenants

South Cambridgeshire District Council 
needs you to help them shape your 
housing service.

If you live in a village with a small 
number of council properties, as a 
council tenant we are asking you 
to come forward and take control 
over shaping the service South 
Cambridgeshire District Council 
provides.

If you think you would be interested 
you could become the point of contact 
with the council for your village – A 
“village voice.”

South Cambridgeshire District Council 
will provide you with support and 
advice on how to get started and put 
you in touch with the network of other 
village voices.
You can make a difference to your 
community.

Interested?

Phone Teresa Lucey on 01954 713 227 
with any queries or questions, or for an 
informal chat and information on how 
to get started.



Gamlingay 
& District 
Writers’ 
Group

Our busiest meeting yet... lots of new 
members, lots to catch up on and lots 
of stories to review.  There was a real 
buzz throughout, thanks to everyone’s 
enthusiasm and participation.

1. Introductions

We were very pleased to welcome a 
number of new faces this month.  Five 
people joined us for the first time.  It 
was great to see them, and we very 
much hope that they’ll come back next 
month.

We are going to continue our policy 
of removing people from the e-mail 
distribution list if we haven’t heard from 
them for three months.  That way, we’re 
not harassing people if they’ve decided 
that they need a well-earned break from 
writing.

2. Review of Targets

Our two novelists are making progress.  
One has sadly had to return to gainful 
employment, which is eating into 
her writing time.  However, she has 
joined the national ‘Write a Novel’ 
month – which as the name suggests 
challenges participants to write a novel 
in a month.  We look forward to hearing 
how you get on.

The other novelist is re-using some 
earlier work, which shows that you 
should never throw any writing away as 
it might come in handy at some stage.

The Chair has now rewritten over 
50% of her first novel and is trying to 
string together novel number 5 from a 
collection of short stories.

One member is going to try to finish 
her intriguing story about an artist, and 
another is aiming to finish her very 
promising Phoenician coin story.

3. Competition News

One member sent one of her novels to a 
publisher but was not successful on this 
occasion.  Their loss really as the rest of 

us love her work.

Since the meeting, the Chair has sent 
the ‘Back into Hell’ story to a second 
competition and is hoping to enter 
another competition or two before the 
next meeting.

From her experience of judging 
competitions, the Chair would strongly 
encourage all members to do some 
entries.  The standard of work does vary 
enormously, and everyone in the Group 
is producing work which would put 
them comfortably ahead of most typical 
entrants!

4. Other News

Speaker – we are hoping to organise a 
speaker to give ourselves an event to 
look forward to as winter approaches, so 
watch this space.

Writers’ News – the magazine would 
like to include a feature on our group so 
we will be starring in a future issue.

Novel – after a lot of hard work and 
rewriting to strict deadlines, one 
member’s novel is coming out in a week 
or two, and we’re all very excited about 
it.  What an achievement!

5. Discussion of Work

This month, we had to incorporate a 
politician, a lake and a Phoenician coin 
into our work, and only two members 
managed to fulfil the brief, including 
one of our newest members.  Well done 
to those members!

There were some really intriguing 
submissions.  Everyone is developing 
their own unique and individual styles.  
Several items had enough depth and 
intrigue to be developed into novels, 
and each story was entertaining or 
thought provoking in its own way.

Where members had forwarded their 
work but could not be with us, the group 
was reminded to e-mail those concerned 
with some feedback to ensure that they 
still feel part of the group.

6. Aims for the coming month

Everyone is aiming to produce 
something for the next meeting on 
November 3rd.  We have chosen 2 

continued on page 17
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Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

Thursday 3rd December
Joan and Robert Brown, 7 Fairfield

If you need a lift, 
please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693

sentences, and the challenge is to 
include either one or both of them 
somewhere in the work.  They could be 
the first line, the last line, or be slotted 
in somewhere in the middle.

The lines are as follows:

1. ‘Is that it?’
2. ‘Perhaps it wasn’t as bad as it 
looked.’

However, if anyone is working on 
something not connected with the 
theme, as ever, they are welcome to 
submit that instead.  At this month’s 
meeting, it was pleasing that members 
felt able to bring some work that 
wasn’t fully completed, in order to get 
some ideas on how to finish.  That’s 
what we’re here for – to give support 
and encouragement at all stages of 
the creative process, from the first 
germination of an idea to the polishing 
of the finished article.

Joining the Group

If anyone wants to join us, they would 
be more than welcome.  We cater for 
all standards of writer from complete 
beginners to published novelists.  
Contact Tracey Goodwin on 01767 
654830 for details, or see our website 
– www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk.
Tracey 

Bus Service changes for 29 November 2009
Service number 18

Cambridge > Cambourne > Gamlingay
The 1742 journey from Caxton will start from Longstowe at 
17:39

Letter received by Gamlingay Parish 
Council:

Dear Mrs Bacon,
I am writing to you regarding the 

issue of Broadband speeds and how this 
affects your Parish.

I am concerned that South 
Cambridgeshire does not benefit from 
fast broadband and that this is putting 
businesses and others who require 
access at a significant disadvantage. I 
have, following contact with several 
of my constituents, been informed that 
many homes have connection speeds 
which are significantly below the 
Government’s recommended minimum 
connection speed of 2MB.

I would be grateful if you could inform 
me, as to your knowledge, if, and to 
what extent  how, slow Broadband 
speeds are affecting people in your 
Parish.

If it would be convenient, please convey 
this request via any Parish e-mail alert 
or in a Parish Newsletter, asking those 
afected to write to me at the below 
address or to email me via lansleya@
parliament.uk.

Andrew Lansley
153 St Neots Rd Hardwick Cambridge 
CB23 7QJ

Another Clairvoyant Evening 
with Mrs Jean Battie

on Friday 15th January 2010
7.45pm to start 8pm prompt

at
WI Hall Gamlingay

Admission £8.00
includes a glass of wine and 

savoury nibbles
Tickets: Anne Clarke 651 932

Lindsay Bygraves 651 227
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HOST

Are you thinking about who might 
come for Christmas this year? 

Perhaps you would like to make it a 
bit different. Some of the adults from 
overseas who are currently studying at 
UK universities would love to spend 
a couple of days in a real home, rather 
than on a deserted campus. 

It is interesting to share Christmas with 
people for whom it is all quite new 
(many international students are from 
China, for example).

 HOST has been linking students with 
hospitable volunteers for 22 years, at 
Christmas and also one-off weekends 
throughout the year. 

HOST is a registered charity backed 
by the Foreign Office and many 
universities. 

It is not necessary for hosts to live near 
a university, as students are prepared to 
travel far for this unique experience! 

A separate room is usually necessary to 
be able to take part in HOST. (However, 
a tent in the garden is a possibility 

Silent Auction

 At the Children’s Montessori 
Nursery

December 5th 2009,
7.30pm

What is a Silent Auction?

A Silent Auction is conducted by setting 
up tables or displays of items or services 
upon which people can bid. A minimum 
bid may be set, especially when the item 
is of high value. Paper is located near the 
item, which allows for people to write 
down their names and bids. This gives 
people a chance, during the event, to tour 
the different items available for auction 
and decide upon which items they would 
like to bid

One sheet of paper shows all previous 
bids so that people participating in the 
silent auction know that they need to bid 
higher in order to get the item. They also 
have the opportunity to revisit bidding 
sheets before the auction is closed if they 
really want something being offered at the 
silent auction.

At stated times the bidding at a certain 
table will be closed, and the person 
with the highest bid wins the item, for 
whatever price he or she offered.

The person then pays the cashier and the 
item is collected and given to them
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if you were hosting in the summer 
months!) One student or a family may 
be hosted at any one time.

See www.hostuk.org or call HOST’s 
voluntary regional organiser, Mandy 
Talbott, on 01472 851084. 

Thank you!

HOST UK 
Unit 8 Water House, 8 Orsman Road, 
London N1 5QJ 
Telephone: 020 7739 6292     Fax: 0207 
033 6539  
www.hostuk.org.uk 
 
Registered Charity No. 327592 
Registered Company in England and 
Wales No. 2179430 

Do you have any 
photographs of events 
at Gamlingay Baptist 

Church?
 For those who have already let me 

have  a copy of your photographs, thank 
you, but if there are any other people 
who may have items which they would 
be prepared to let me copy onto my 
computer, please contact me on 651 519.

Many many thanks, James Gilbert.

St Mary The Virgin 
Gamlingay

2009 Christmas Tree 
EXHIBITION

Sat 12th and Sunday 13th 
December 2009

It’s that time of year again, and 
following on from last year’s hugely 
successful exhibition we want to try and 
make this year’s event even better. We’d 
love it if  your group, club or family 
would like to take part this year.

 There will again be a prize for the best 
tree! There will be a greater number 
of attractions this year (Concerts by 
the  School Choirs, Organ Recitals 
and Carol Singing - see Posters for  
exact timings, a greater variety of 
Refreshments and children’s activities) 
so please do enter and also come along 
and bring your friends

To enter a tree please contact Phil or 
Ann by phoning on 01767 651332 or 
e-mailing:  phil@a-b-s.biz

See you there!



Gamlingay Social Club would like to invite Local residents to come and try out its 
surroundings and facilities, on Waresley Road, FREE for one month.

To be eligible for your FREE Month’s membership, during December you need to 
provide the club with your name, address and telephone contact details. 

This will allow you (and your family) to access the club at any time over the month as 
a member and enjoy what the club has to offer to the local community.

We hope you take up this opportunity, if you enjoy the club’s facilities we hope you 
will consider becoming a full member.

Gamlingay Social Club, Waresley Road, Gamlingay – 01767 651 775

Gamlingay Social Club

Think Entertainment

Think Fun

Think Drink

Choose...
 

 



Telephone Contact Numbers for Cambridge County Council

Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0345 045 5206
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget Smith

Keeping us abreast on County Council issues
by Sebastian Kindersley

If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact me 
– Sebastian Kindersley on 01767 
651982 or skindersley@hotmail.com 
or write to the Manor Barn, East 
Hatley, SG19 3JA. Bridget Smith 
is on 01767 650510 or bridget@
glockling.com. 

Housing in Gamlingay

Do you rent privately in Gamlingay? A 
curious anomaly has appeared locally 
in that there has been a slight change to 
the Broad Market Rent Area (BMRA), 
which has meant that Gamlingay has 
moved from the previous Cambridge 
BMRA to Huntingdon BMRA. 
This means that the Local Housing 
Allowance is based on average rents 
in Hunts area which is lower than 
Cambridge. The impact of this is that 
benefit payments are reduced as they 
are supposed to match the BMRA rather 
than what residents actually pay.  We 
know one resident has been adversely 
affected but if you have been as well or 
know anyone who you think might have 
been please get in touch. There is no 
appeal but South Cambs is able to make 
discretionry awards to make up the 
difference – but has to be asked to do it. 

Police News

The Police Panel met in Gamlingay and 
focused a lot of attention on anti-social 
behaviour in the Parish generally and 
in Mill St in particular. The trouble 
appears to be caused by a small number 
of youths who were identified at the 
meeting - so they and their parents can 
expect a visit from the Police. Other 
issues identified for further effort by the 
Police across the Panel area continue 
to be parking issues (especially outside 
schools) and speeding.   

Road Repairs

To report problems with the highway 
you can either ring 0345 0455212 or 
e-mail streetscene@cambridgeshire.
gov.uk.  For problems with streetlights 

phone 0800 253529. 

Fitness for Health

NHS Cambridgeshire are launching 
another advertising drive for Fitness 
4 Health.  This is a scheme available 
to anyone who is inactive and maybe 
at increased risk of developing heart 
disease and for those with existing 
conditions who would benefit from 
exercise. Patients need to make an 
appointment with their surgery for a 
Fitness 4 Health scheme referral.  You 
can then make an appointment for an 
assessment at your local participating 
sports centre - Gamlingay and 
Comberton are the closest- and they 
will arrange a 6 week programme of 2 
sessions per week.  You then go back 
to the GP to have the benefits of all that 
exercise assessed.

Business Support 

South Cambridgeshire DC has 
various schemes to help businesses 
survive the recession.  These include 
£1000 vouchers for small business 
experiencing hardship to provide 
training and support. There is also a 
business rate relief scheme which could 
deliver a 50% saving. Business Link 
offers a free skills brokerage service 
to help with impartial advice and 
training. For more information about 
economic support from South Cambs 
please contact Nicole Kritzinger at 
economicdevelopment@scambs.gov.uk

Cambridge SOFA

SOFA is a fantastic charity partly 
supported by South Cambs which helps 
people in need by employing them 
to run a community furniture re-use 
project as a social enterprise scheme.  If 
you are trying to furnish a home on a 
limited income and are in housing need 
(in rented accommodation) then you 
can register as a CSOFA customer at 
their store at The Paddocks, Off Cherry 
Hinton Rd, Cambridge.  For further 
information phone 01223 576535  or 
www.cambridgesofa.org.uk



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget Smith

Keeping us abreast on County Council issues
by Sebastian Kindersley

Housing in South Cambs

As we mentioned last month, South 
Cambs District Council are going to 
be making a number of savings which 
you may well notice if you live in 
local authority housing.  There will 
be significant savings made within 
the housing portfolio in the following 
areas:-  grass cutting and hedge cutting..  
Some things will no longer happen e.g. 
weeding and sweeping hard areas such 
as car parks, clearing ditches, weeding 
and edging grassed areas. Obviously 
nobody wants to cut the budget but the 
housing department is going to have to 
find savings on a massive scale for the 
books to balance.  

Buses around and about: 

Last month we wrote about cuts to 
some local bus services. There is 
something increasingly odd about the 
relationship between Stagecoach and 
the County Council. Stagecoach MD 
Andy Campbell recently justified cuts 
claiming that Stagecoach is suffering 
in the current economic climate.  Yet 
statistics from Cambridgeshire County 
Council show that the local bus sector is 
booming.
 
In 2008/9 the number of commercial 
bus journeys originating in 
Cambridgeshire (2.42 million) exceeded 
the target (2.18 million) by 240,000, or 
10%, the local bus sector continuing 
to grow at one of the fastest rates 
nationally. Stagecoach has 86% of all 
commercial services, county-wide.  Its 
nearest competitor, Whippet, has only 
6%.
 Stagecoach appears to be taking 

advantage of the recession as a pretext 
to streamline its operation and make 
the company more profitable.  It is 
unreasonable and opportunistic that 
services local people depend on are 
being culled right, left and centre when 
the industry is doing so well. What 
makes it worse is that  Cambridgeshire 
County Council should be resisting 

these cuts and is not.

From a local point of view we know 
bus services are simply not good 
enough in many ways. To cut services 
when we are all working to address the 
climate change agenda is madness, and 
it enrages us that the County is happy 
to spend £116m on a Guided Busway 
which will now, it appears, be used by 
buses cut from other routes. 
 
Pinpoint

Pinpoint is a support network for 
parents of children with disabilities. 
A number of open meetings take 
place which are designed to offer 
parents a chance to get together; share 
information and meet with service 
providers to have their say.  Pinpoint 
can be contacted by phone on 0751 
741 9761 or by emailing getinvolved@
pinpoint-cambs.org.uk if you are 
interested in attending.

Heavy Goods Routes

Sorry about this but for many Parishes 
Heavy Commercial Traffic is a serious 
issue – not only on trunk roads like 
the A603 or A1198 but also through 
Gamlingay on the B1040 and through 
Barrington, Orwell, Harlton and so on. 
Regular readers will know that a HGV 
overnight ban through Gamlingay has 
been on our campaign list for many 
years. 
Traffic density on Cambridgeshire’s 

rural trunk ‘A’ roads is higher than the 
national average and is 38% above 
average on other rural ‘A’ roads.  Over 
the last ten years there has been a 
significant growth in the number of 
heavy commercial vehicles with five or 
more axles, with, for example, increases 
of between 63% and 76% on the A142 
and A14.  In addition, the HCV density 
of HCV traffic on Cambridgeshire’s 
trunk ‘A’ roads is just under three times 
the national average, and on non-trunk 
main roads it is nearly twice the national 
average.

The County in all fairness has always 
recognised the need to identify main 
HCV routes and abnormal loads routes 
through the County and preferred 
access routes to attractors/generators 
of significant HCV movements and 
this work has now been done. Now is 
the time for a review of the Strategic 
Freight Route Network – an added 
urgency because of the expected 
increase in construction traffic 
necessitated by the growth agenda and 
the construction of the new A14. 
Some initial work has been undertaken 

to identify the key routes that are 
currently used in line with the road 
hierarchy.  The next stage of the process 
is to gain local input from Councillors, 
Parish Councils and the industry to 
inform the development of a draft plan.  
Parish Councils will also have the 
opportunity to comment and intend to 
hold a joint meeting of other interested 
parties such as the Joint Action Group 
and the Hauliers.  So hopefully local 
people will get an opportunity to 
influence a proper policy for HCV 
traffic throughout the county. 



Summary of Parish council Meeting in October

Agendas and Minutes also available on the website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Items discussed;-

● Community Buildings
Around 60 people attended the public forum in Oct – the Chair expressed thanks to all who attended.  Some 
children from youth café and club spoke about their desire for a better facility with outside space and 
adequate storage – they supported the Hub proposal. Concern was expressed by some attendees about the 
ability of the Hub to generate enough income to be viable, the wisdom of the parish council considering 
borrowing money to complete the project, the impact this would have on council tax and the future of 
other historic community buildings in the village. Others praised the eco – credentials of the Hub project, 
expressed their willingness to pay towards it in their council tax and described the Hub as a building for the 
future of Gamlingay. 

Bridget Smith, the project facilitator for the Hub project outlined the grant funding secured so far 
– including £73k from the Low Carbon Building programme to add to the £50k already promised by the 
Community Sustainable Energy Project.  She explained how the project supports the environmental and 
economic wellbeing of the village, with the creation/support of jobs and provision of space for conferences/
exhibitions and training.

The parish council resolved to actively research taking out a loan at the most advantageous terms available 
in order to progress the Hub project.
 
● Churchyards

A letter was received complaining about cuttings left in the cemetery – this was due to an equipment failure 
on the day in question.  

● Financial Issues

It was agreed to allocate some additional funds to the playground maintenance category to enable essential 
works to take place in this financial year.  

● Miscellaneous

Recreation ground – skate park contractors have now made good the ruts on the field caused by construc-
tion vehicles and reseeded the area.  Resolved to purchase two benches for Chapel Field central grass area.
Resolved to insert councillor profiles and parish council vacancies in future edition of the Gazette and to 
produce a Chairman’s summary of parish council business to be circulated with the neighbourhood watch 
bulletin.  Communication strategy for the parish council to be reviewed to ensure relevant information 
reaches parishioners more regularly.  Reminder that all minutes and agendas are posted on the website 
– gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Green End Industrial Estate – a summary of pre application discussions was discussed.  It was resolved to 
seek more local employment data from the applicant and to research the possibility of the existing allotment 
land being included in the site plan as one of the options (suggestion from applicant).  
Forward Gamlingay! Youth club numbers have increased – about 30 now attend.  Pizza cooking and 
learning to knit were recent activities – enthusiastically taken up by several of the older teenagers- boys and 
girls!!

by clerks Leanne 
Bacon and Kirstin 

Rayner



On Sunday 18th October over 40 people 
made their way to Gamlingay Wood 
to take part in the Wildlife Trust’s 
‘Fabulous Fungi’ event. Peter Walker, 
the warden talked to the group about 
collecting and  identifying fungi and 
their important role in the 
woodland habitat before leading a trail 
round the wood. 
The children were challenged to enter a 
competition to capture the weird and 
wonderful world of fungi in a 
photograph or drawing.
Congratulations to the winners whose 
entries are shown. Their gift is the free 
adoption of one of our native species. 
Anyone wishing to give an adoption 
as an unusual gift to family, friends 
or loved ones can find out more 
information and download a form from 
the Wildlife Trust website

www.wildlifebcnp.org

In the time Peter Walker has been Warden he has kept detailed 
records of all the fungi species found in Gamlingay Wood. 
He has converted some of his careful observations into delicate 
water colour drawings.

Ben Leaman Age 8 Winner of the 
photography competition. 
His picture of a pleated ink cap toadstool was 
chosen for his attention to detail and scale.

By Mollie Wadeson, Age 5 winner of the art 
competition.

Fabulous Fungi event at Gamlingay Wood
by Judith Lemon



Christmas Party

60’s Night

At Gamlingay Village College

8pm ‘til late

Original 60’s group

Rocking Revival
Saturday 19th December 2009

Tickets £7.00 on sale from:
Vic Cook The Bungalow, GVC Station Rd 

Gamlingay

01767 651449

Licensed bar 50/60’s dress optional
All proceeds to Sue Ryder 

Moggerhanger



Neighbourhood 
Watch

19/21st 
August

Stocks 
Lane

Between 
0001 & 0059

The skateboard sign in the recreation 
ground was vandalised. 

21/22nd 
August

Potton 
Road The 
Heath

Between 
2100 & 0830

thieves stole a black wheelie bin from the 
rear garden.

25th August  Church 
End 

Between 
0500 & 0655

thieves stole garden equipment & tools.

25th August  Elizabeth 
Way

At 1620  two male thieves attempted to steal a 
bicycle, but abandoned it when they 
thought they had been seen.   

26th August  Church 
St.

At 0035 four thieves wearing balaclavas broke in 
and stole cigarettes. 

31/1st Sept. Mill Street Between 
1500 & 0730

vandals threw paint down the entire side 
of a car.

3rd 
September 

Dickinson 
Cl.

 At 0250 a thief attempted to steal tools from a 
Peugeot, but was disturbed  

3rd 
September

Church St.  At 1911 a shoplifter stole meat from a store.

4/7th 
September

Green End Between 
1500 & 0815

thieves stole toys and caused damage in 
garden. 

7/8th 
September

Station 
Rd. 

Between 
2300 & 0100

thieves broke into a compound and stole 
items from vans and outbuildings.

15th 
September 

Heath Rd. Between 
0920 & 1700

vandals ripped an armoured cable from 
the wall and smashed a plant pot 

16th 
September 

 Long 
Lane 

At 2355 thieves stole tools from a shed.

16/17th Sept Stocks 
Lane 

Between 
1700 & 0700

thieves broke into a garage by damaging 
the lock. 

18th 
September 

 Bunyan 
Cl. 

Between 
0030 & 0657

thieves stole a sat-nav from a vehicle.



WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER

Booklinks Contact: Chantelle 650 753

First Thursday of the month At the Crafty Cupcake, new members welcome.

Mucky Pups

Tuesday mornings Messy play for under 5’s. 9.30 to 11.30am Church Hall £2.

Over 50’s walks 9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. 

Wednesday 9th December. Contact Lindsay Bygraves in Mill Street for further details.

Potton and Gamlingay Health 
Walks 10.00 am start. Ring Pat on 01767 650132 for details. 

Every Thursday These walks are led by two trained health walkers.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 

Friday, 4th December Competition 4 Judge Alan Goldby

Friday, 11th December Melbourn Trophy Round or Lecture

Friday, 8th January Competition 4 Judge Jane Goodall

Friday, 15th January A bit of fun with Brian Davies

Friday, 22nd January Eilean A Cheo The Isle of Mist with Suzanne Flood, Sam Pellat and 
L Ayres

Friday 29th January The Beyond Group exhibition presentation

WI

Tuesday, 15th December Christmas Party.

Tuesday, 19th January Corsets, Crinolines and Camisoles by Fran Saltmarsh

GEAG (Gamlingay Environmental 
Action Group)

Gardening Club

Wednesday, 2nd December AGM

History Society

Monday, 14th December The Mayflower Girl with Jackie Painter, followed by the Christmas 
Social evening.

Monday, 11th January Early years of the Hutchinsons, Potton and Gamlingay with George 
Howe



WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting., WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 651982.

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
Tuesday, 17th November

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. We 
meet every other month and further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

The Gazette

Monday, 7th December Copy deadline for January/February double edition.

Monday, 1st February Copy deadline for March edition

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Goodwin on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month

Guild of St Mary Church Hall 8pm

Monday, 21st December Christmas get-together

Monday, 18th January AGM

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown 01767 650978.

1st and 3rd Monday of month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

Social Club All events starting at 8.30 pm. New members welcome.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Sue McPherson 652 949
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0345 456 4564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 456 4564
Neighbourhood Watch Christine 

Theobald
651 051

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

Library Debbie Hare 650 169
Forward Gamlingay Chair: 

Ian Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Clerk, 

Mr. S. Kindersley
651 982

POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0845 0450 500

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Babies and Toddlers Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Diana Matthews 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Mr Peter Barham 650 677
Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: Brian 

Culverhouse (youth 
teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club Olivia Marsh 651 215
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Sally Ward 651 337

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Chantelle 650 753
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure  Phyllis Jaquest 677 313
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Goodwin 654 830
www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

Village Show Steve Mitchell 654 984
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown 650978

GEAG (Gamlingay Environmental Action Group) Brycchan Carey 651 141

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen 

Crutchington
651 712

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gransden/Everton Cubs Barry Jefferd 261 000
Scouts Thursdays Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Scouts Fridays Chris Elwood 07879 698477
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church Minister, James 

Gilbert
651 519

St Mary The Virgin Rector: Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

New Life Fellowship Rev O R Inskip 01223 710373
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head  M Clark 650 360
First School Association Via school office 650 208
Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Nick Telford-Reed ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.

co.uk 
Vice Chairman Jayne Wright jwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk



Neighbourhood 
Watch

20/21st Sept Waresley 
Rd. 

 Between 
2300 & 0700

thieves stole a badge from the front of a 
Mondeo. 

21st 
September 

Cinques 
Rd. 

At 1300 a sat-nav and drill was stolen from a 
garage.   

25/26th 
Sept.

Mill St. Between 
2000 & 0718 

vandals damaged a Peugeot 206. 

25/26th 
Sept. 

West 
Road 

Between 
2000 & 1000

thieves removed mirror glass from an 
Audi A3

25/26th Sept Drove Rd.  At 1500 thieves stole 19 battery hens from a shed.  
27/28th Sept Cinques 

Rd. 
Between 
1700 & 0800

vandals unscrewed the aerial from a 
vehicle.

30/01st 
October

Elizabeth 
Way

Between 
2200 & 0715

thieves stole sat-nav, laptop & charger 
from a car. 

5th October East 
Hatley

Between 
0740 & 1836

a building was entered using a key taken 
from a keysafe on an exterior wall.

8/9th 
October

The 
Emplins

 Between 
2000 & 2100

signs have been damaged.

9/10th 
October 

Fairfield Between 
2300 & 0800

thieves stole money from a vehicle.

10th 
October  

Maple Ct. At 0330 a vehicle had the rear window smashed. 
Nothing stolen.

11th October  Mill St.  At 1115 thieves stole items from a vehicle and 
made off on bikes.

11/12th 
October 

East 
Hatley 

Between 
1600 & 0644

thieves have stolen Mini.

12 October Mill St.   At 1100 a thief stole a radiator from the front 
garden.

13/14th 
October

Dolphins 
Way

Between 
2000 & 1630 

thieves stole property from a locked 
garage

15th 
October 

Chapel 
Field  

 At 1700  thieves stole a pushchair, whilst the baby 
was taken inside.

16th 
October  

Cherry 
Grove 

At 2300 vandals jumped on bonnet & roof of a 
vehicle, causing damage.

16/17th 
October

 Grays 
Road  

 Between 
1000 & 1200 

thief stole purse left in front porch of a 
house.

17th 
October  

Cherry 
Grove

 Between 
1800 & 2130

 vandals smashed rear screen of a vehicle.

18th 
October  

 The 
Emplins 

  Between 
0200 & 1000

 thieves stole tools from premises.

19/24th 
October

 Church 
End 

Between 
1200 & 0900

vandals smashed indicator of Mini 
Cooper.

20/21st 
October

Honey 
Hill 

 Between 
1900 & 1000

 bay windows were smashed & property 
entered.

23/24th 
October

Church St. Between 
2345 & 0035 

vandals dented the bonnet of a Mini

24th 
October

Church St.  At 0030 a Ford Focus was vandalised.

25th 
October

Church St. At 2300  male thieves stole hanging baskets from 
front of house.

Dear Editor,

Dog Poo again

Is there anything you can put in about 
dog owners picking up their dog poo?

Twice this week I have had to clear 
it off childrens’ shoes. There is a 
persistent offender along in Church 
Street - the Church End - the dog is 
even being allowed to foul outside 
people’s front doors and is clearly 
being dragged along as it performs 
as the poo lands at various intervals 
along the path!

   AHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!!!  I 
am almost considering a stakeout!

Barbie C 

letters

The Gazette receives letters or emails 
or comments about this issue time and 
again.
Why is it so difficult to pick up after 
your dogs? It isn’t the responsibility 
of others to clear up after your dog. 
Dogs and litter louts foul the streets of 
Gamlingay and ‘others’ have to spend 
time and effort clearing up after them. 
How selfish is that?

Come on Gamlingay, stop me having 
to publish these requests - they really 
shouldn’t be needed - please look after 
the pavements in our village. it really 
isn’t that hard is it? Ed



GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY

Meets in the Library at the Village 
College

7.30pm on the second Monday of 
each month

Monday, 14th December
The Mayflower Girl with Jackie 

Painter, followed by the Christmas 
Social evening.

Monday, 11th January
Early years of the Hutchinsons, 

Potton and Gamlingay with George 
Howe

All welcome

The Police
Non-emergency number has 

changed to:
0345 456 4564

Gamlingay Library
 650 169 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30


